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Welcome to the
Belvidere Park District
Preschool Program

Our Philosophyé

Play, once considered to be the opposite of education is now regarded by
early childhood specialists as the extraordinary educational process by which
preschool children become introduced to a world filled with new and
exciting discoveries,

The Belvidere Park District Preschool teachers are committed to creating an
atmosphere in which the children can develop self confidence through
positive reinforcement. The children will be exposed to an environment that
is full of learning activities, group socialization, and personal discovery.

Our Teachersé

All of our staff is required to be AED and CPR/First Aid trained and
certified. Our preschool staff is encouraged to continue their education with
participation in conferences and workshops. The preschool staff is under the
administrationofBelvi der e Par k Districtos

Recreation Supervisor, RondaVowles.
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Please join us foré

Open House

Date: Wednesday, August 25, 2010
Time: 4:007 6:00 p.m.
Location: Rivers Edge Recreation Center
1151 W. Locust St.

Belvidere, Illinois 61008
815-547-9557

Open house is an excellent opportunity for your child to meet his/her
teachers, and visit the classroom. This will help make a smoother transition
for all involved.

Teachers will be available to answer any questions that you may have about

your childds cl ass.

Enclosed in this packet, you will find a background information
guestionnaire, an emergency medical information card and a certificate of
chil dés health examination for m.

you when you come to the open house. This will let the teachers start to get
to know your child before the first day of school.

If you are unable to complete these by the night of the open house, please
bring them with you on the first day of school.
All emergency medical cards and completed examination forms must be
turned into your cchildWwildhbg sloweddoatterd e r
class.

Belvidere Park District
Preschool
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Background information Questionnaire

Childbdébs Name:

Inordertoserve your childbés needs in the most appropriate
guestionnaire. Please take a few minutes and share with us information which will help us to
understand your child. The mor e kncialbnel phgsecal we have o

devel opment, the better prepared we can be to meet yc

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

on this form will only be used by the staff.

What name does your child like to be called?

What name would you like your child to learn to write?

What phone number would you like your child to learn?

How many people live in you household?

What is their relationship to your child?

Is either parent away from home more than the normal working day?

Is their any unusual situation at home that might result in added tension or stress? (for example: illness, new sibling,
divorce moving, death, etc.)

Does you child have any fears?

What are common methods of discipline used in your household?
H 1solation B Scolding H Reasoning H Rewards B spanking H Timeout

What types of behavior do you mostly discipline?

Has your child ever had a serious injury?

Il's there any physical condition that might hinder

What responsibilities does your child have? (putting toys away, caring for personal needs, dressing, etc.)

Is your child on medication?

Does your child have any allergies?

Does your child prefer to play alone or with a group?

What are the playthings that your child plays with the most?

What are the playthings that least interests your child?

On average, how many hours of T.V. does your child watch per day?

What are the favorite programs?

Is you child interested in computers?

What computer games does your child like to play?

Is your child interested in books?

Does your child eat well?

What are your childoés favorite foods?




School Calendaré

First Day of Presdool:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday Class T Wednesday, September 1, 2010
Tuesday/Thursday Class T Tuesday, September 3, 2010

Last Day of Preschool:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday Class T Friday, May 20, 2011
Tuesday/Thursday Class T Thursday, May 19, 2011

Pre-kindergarten Graduation:
All Pre-kindergarten Classes i Friday, May 20, 2011

Special events will be planned throughout the year. We will inform parents
of dates and times of these events. They will usually take place outside of
classroom hours and are completely optional.

The Belvidere Park District Preschool follows the Belvidere CUSD #100
school holidays, days off and school closings.

In case of inclement weather, all preschool classes will close whenever
Belvidere CUSD #100 closes. Parents will not be contacted when school is

cl osed. Closings wil/ be

WIFR 23
and
WTVO 17

L/
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Belvidere

STUDENT-CENTERED EXCELLENCE

2009-2010
School Calendar
All Staff Institute.........ooociie e August 18 and 19
First Day of SChOOL........cccooiiiiiiiii e August 20
Labor Day (NO School)..........cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee September 7
School Improvement Day (No School)................c......... October 9
Columbus Day (No School)..........cccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiinieeees October 12
End of First Quarter..........cccoeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiee e October 23
K-8 Evening Parent/Teacher Conferences................. November 9
K-12 Evening Parent/Teacher Conferences............. November 10
Veterans Day (NO School).........cvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeen, November 11
Day Before Thanksgiving (No School)..................... November 25
Thanksgiving Day (No School)..........ccccceeeiiiiiiinnnee. November 26
Day After Thanksgiving (No School).............c.......... November 27
winter Break .........ccccveeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieennn. December 21 1 January 1
SChOOI RESUMES.....coi it January 4
End of Second Quarter............ooocuiviiiieieiieees e January 8
Martin Luther King Day (No School).....................ooo. January 18
School Improvement Day (No School)........................ February 12
Presidents' Day (NO SChoOl)............uuvueiiiiimiiiniiiiiinnnns February 15
End of Third Quarter..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e March 16
9-12 Evening Parent/Teacher Conferences.................... March 25
School Improvement Day (No School).............ccccuvinneeee. March 26
Spring Break ... March 291 April 5
SChOOI RESUMES.....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et April 6
Last Day of Student Attendance..........cccccceeeeviiiciniiiieeeennn. May 25
Records Day (NO School)........cccoiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiieeeeeee e, May 26
Report Card Distribution ............ccccceeviiiiiiiieeeeeeeee May 27
Emergency Days.......ccccoevviiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeiinn May 28, June 1 - 4

Approved by the Board of Education December 17, 2007
Revisions approved by the Board of Education February 17, 2009

Registration Requirements



and
Payment Procedureé

Registrations for al/l Preschool (
Administration Office Rivers Edge Recreation Center
1006 W Lincoln Ave. 1151 W. Locust St.
Belvidere, Illinois 61008 Belvidere, Illinois 61008
815-547-9557

815-547-5711
All registrations must be accompanied by required payment.

At the time of registration a $50.00 non-refundable deposit is required. The
remainder of the first payment is due by August 2, 2010.

You may remit payments in one of the following ways:
e You may drop off you payment at either of the above locations.
e You may mail you payment to either of the above locations.
e You may fax a completed payment slip with a credit card number to
the Administration office at 815-544-4648.
e You may make a Visa or Mastercard payment by phone to either of
the above locations.

If payment is not received by the due date, a $15.00 late fee will be applied.
Payments are not considered paid in full unless the late fee is paid.

Families will receive a discounted Preschool rate if they have more than one
child currently enrolled in the Preschool program during the same year. Full
tuition will be charged for the first child whose tuition is greater or equal to
the other s i b | tuitrorg &ash additional child will receive a tuition
discount of 5%. This discount does not apply to combined enrollments in
other programs.

QUESTIONS ABOUT BILL ING AND PAYMENTS SHOULD BE DIREC TED TO
RONDA VOWLES AT 815-547-5711 FROM 9:00 a.mJ 5:00 p.m.



Payment Schedule for 2010 2011School Year

Option #1
Total bill paid in full by first day of class
2 days per week - resident $954.00 1 5% = $906.30
2 days per week - non-resident $1431.00 7 5% = $1359.45
3 days per week - resident $1214.00 7 5% = $1153.30
3 days per week i non-resident $1768.00 1 5% = $1679.60
Option #2

4 Payment Plan

Payment #1 due by August 1, 2009
Payment #2 due by November 9, 2009
Payment #3 due by January 11, 2010
Payment #4 due by March 15

2 days per week T resident $238.50

2 days per week T non-resident $357.75

3 days per week T resident $303.50

3 days per week i non-resident $455.25
Option #3

Monthly Payments

Payment #1 due by August 2, 2010
Payment #2 due by September 13, 2010
Payment #3 due by October 11, 2010
Payment #4 due by November 8, 2010
Payment #5 due by December 13, 2010
Payment #6 due by January 10, 2011
Payment #7 due by February 14, 2011
Payment #8 due by March 14, 2011
Payment #9 due by April 11, 2011

2 days per week T resident $106.00
2 days per week T non-resident $159.00
3 days per week i resident $135.00
3 days per week T non-resident $202.00

No refunds or credits will be issued unless the Park District cancels the programorawrittenp hy si ci and s
excuse is presented. Special requests will be given consideration on an individual basis



Preschool Program Information
and

Operationse

All of our preschool class participants must meet the minimum age
requirements by September 1, 2010 in order to enroll in the 2010/ 2011
school year. Children must be toilet trained and diapers and pull-up diapers
cannot be worn.

Bathroom Procedures
Your child may use the bathroom at anytime during the school day. Please
encourage your child to tell the teacher if they need to use the bathroom.
The teacher will not enter the bathroom with your child, they will however,
stand outside the door. The teachers do not help your child wipe their
bottom; this may be a skill you wish to help work on at home. If your child
needs help zippering, buttoning or snapping, the teachers will be happy to
help. Although all children are required to be toilet trained, accidents can
happen. Please supply your child with a clean change of clothes in his/her
backpack.

School Adjustment
While some children do not have any problem adjusting to the new school
environment, others may take several weeks to make this adjustment.
When dropping your child off in the morning, take a few moments to help
your child transition from home to school. Help him/her hang up their coat,
greet other children, find their name tag, etc. Reassure your child that he/she
will have fun at school with new friends and that you will return to pick
him/her up at the end of school. At this point it is good to say goodbye and
leave the room. Lingering can make your child believe that you are going to
stay. Please do not leave without saying goodbye; your child will wonder
where you went . Your robiwiththi® s t eache
adjustment period.

Our experience shows that most children will stop crying within a few
minutes and will quickly become involved in preschool activities.



Snacks
Each child will have several opportunities to provide snacks throughout the
year. This has become an excellent sharing tool for the children. On your
childdés snack day, you wil/l need to p
and napkins.

Pick-up and Drop-off Procedureé

Attendance
If your child will not be attending class or you plan to arrive late or pickup
your child early, please notify the teacher, in advance, if possible.

Drop-Off
Parents must wait outside the classroom until the teacher opens the door
both before and after class.
Class begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. The doors will be open at 8:55 a.m. All
parents must sign their child in and provide a daily emergency number.

Pick-Up
Class ends at 11:30 a.m. Please be prompt in picking up your child. It can
be frightening to a child when a parent is late. The Belvidere Park District
understands that unavoidable situations, accidents, and unfavorable weather
may detain parents from picking up their child within the first 10 minutes
after class has ended. However, when late pick-up becomes habitual,
parents will be charged a late fee.

For you chil dbés protection, only thos
card will be allowed to pick up your child. If an emergency arises and a
person not on the emergency card needs to pick you child up, please notify
your teacher as soon as possible.

PLEASE INFORM THE PERSON PICKING UP YOUR CHILD THAT HE/SHE
WILL BE REQUIRED TO SHOW A DRIVERS LICENSE BEFORE YOUR

10



CHILD WILL BE RELEASED. THESE PROCEDURES ARE TO ENSURE
YOUR CHI LD6S SAFETY AT ALL TI MES.

Late Fee
It is important to pick your child up on time. If you arrive more than 15
minutes after dismissal, there will be a $5.00 charge. For every 5 minutes
after that there will be a $1.00 charge.
e

v,

Health, Illness and Safety Informationé

Healthy Kids Policy
If your child has been ill (fever, vomiting, diarrhea) within the previous 24
hours, please keep your child home for the day.

We ask that you be considerate of you
and keep your child home until they are fully recovered from minor illnesses
(colds, runny nose, cough). Minor illnesses are easily transmitted to other
children in the classroom.

If your child contracts a contagious condition that restricts them from
returning, you must inform the preschool office at 815-547-9557. The staff
will then distribute Health Alert Notices to affected participants.

A child must receive appropriate treatment depending on the condition
before returning to the program and may require a medical release from a
physician before returning.

Safety
Safety is very important to us, but accidents do happen. Our staff is trained
to handle basic first-aid situations. If first-aid is administered, an injury
report will be completed and the parent asked to sign it.

Medication
Routine medications will not be administered at preschool Parents should
make sure that medication is administered at home prior to or after class.

11



If your child has a need for medication, in an emergency (epi-pen, inhaler), a
permission to dispense medication form must be filled out and returned to

your childdéds teacher on the first day

its original container with the following in

name, patientdés name, pharmacy name,
dosage.

Health Information
In order to ensure the healthiest environments possible for our preschoolers,
the Belvidere Park District requires that each preschool participant have a
complete physical exam form on file,

The state of Illinois requires that all children entering preschool are required
to have the following I mmuniza

e 3dosesi Poliomyelitis
e 1 dose Measles
e 1 dose Rubella
e 1 dose Mumps
e 4 doses Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus (DPT)
e 4 doses Haemophilus B (Hib)
e 3 doses Hepatitis B
e 1 dose Varicella (Chicken Pox)

Children entering preschool must obtain a TB Test

If the physician feels that a TB test is not necessary, this must be
documented on the physical form or included on a separate signed statement.

12



Behavior Guidelines
and

Discipline Proceduresé

Preschool participants are expected to always exhibit appropriate behavior.
A caring and positive approach will be taken regarding behavior
management and discipline. Our goal is to help the children develop self
control and learn to take responsibility for their actions.
The children are asked to follow thr

e \We do not hurt ourselves
e \We do not hurt others
e We do not hurt things around us

We hope to help the children learn skills designed to help them become
competent, contributing, and problem solving members of their world. Our
staff wil!/ use a few basesé dAchild

e Redirection with uncooperative children to engage them in
another activity
e Encourage the children to work o
their wordso.
e Help the children to understand each others actions.

If redirection does not solve the conflict, the children are given a verbal
warning, followed by a time-out. If the problem continues to occur, parents
will be notified to help remedy the situation. Although discipline problems

involving preschool children rarely warrant it, the Belvidere Park District
reserves the right to suspend any child whose behavior disrupts the program
or in any way endangers him or others.

13
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Program Content and Curriculumé

37 3% YearOld Class
Chil dren r egi sgnasthbe 8by $eaembertl2@&0 3 6 s

Our teachers will provide a safe and fun way to expose your child to school

in this introductory class. They will start to explore colors, shapes, letters

and numbers through hands on manipulative. Social skills such as sharing,

following direction and consideration of others feeling and space are also
part of this learning environment.

3 ¥%-4 Year Old Class
Chil dren r egi s tnusthbe 8% by Septemlterl 201@ 6 s

In this class, the teachers will help your child learn the basic skills that they
will need in the future. You child will be encouraged to express him/herself
In a positive way through a variety of activities presented. The children also
work on listening skills, as well as alphabet and number recognition, math,
science and art through well planned and enjoyable activities.

Pre-kindergarten
Children registered for Pre-kindergarten must be 4 by September 1, 2010

Our Pre-kindergarten classes will build on the basic skills needed to prepare
your child for kindergarten. Areas of learning include, but are not limited to,
size, colors, shapes, numbers, listening skills, sequencing, small & large
motor skills and social development. The teachers also introduce alphabet,
address, phone number and name writing. A graduation celebration will be
held at the end of the year.

14
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Daily Activities
Some of the daily activities that children may participate in during class time
aree
Circle Time
Music
Story Time
Crafts
Snack
Papers
Science
Math
Sensory Table
Imaginative Play

Assesments
Throughout t he year assessments are comp
progress. If a teacher has a concern regarding your child she may refer you
to the local school district which provides free screening for preschoolers.

Supply List
Included in this handbook, there is a minimal list of supplies that you will
need to bring to school. The supplies that you bring will be combined with
the other childrenés supplies and

Please send a backpack with your child each day to carry home important
i nformation and all of your c¢child

15



Extrasé

Gym Days
Gym day or movement awareness
teacher will let you know the day that your child will have gym. Please be
sure to dress your child in loose fitting clothing and tennis shoes on these
days.

Class Rctures
Children have their individual and class pictures taken in the fall. There will
be a flyer distributed regarding packages and prices. You are under no
obligation to order any pictures.

Library
Your child will have a chance to checkout a book from our library. The
child can keep this book as long as they would like. As soon as the child is
done with the book, they can return it and choose another one.

—
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Field Trips
Our preschool classes will have the opportunity to participate in several field
trips throughout the year. These trips may have additional nominal fees.
Teachers will notify parents about specific field trip information. Should
you not want your child to attend a particular field trip, you may keep
him/her home on the day of the trip.

Book Club
Once a month, you will receive a book order form. Your are under no
obligation to order any books. If you do wish to order, complete the order
form and return to your teacher. If you would like the book to be a surprise
for your child, markt he envel ope fSillRaRdfhes&S8&E0 and
you in a bag.

/

L2/

\

Preschool Directory
Each year, we offer a copy of our preschool directory to all of our families.
We feel that this is a great way for our preschoolers to get together outside
of the classroom. The directory 1inc
name, phone number and address.
If you would like to be included in the directory for the 2010 7 2011 school
year, please fill out the form that is attached to this packet and return it to
your chil dbés teacher on the fir

*Qur staff may take pictures throughout the year to use in our brochure
and for other publicity. We also on occasion have photogphers from
newspapers or television take pictures. We welcome the coverage and

hope that you do too.
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Preschool §apply List

117 8 count markers
8 glue sticks
171 bottle of white glue
11 box Kleenex

17 clearview 3-ring binder (binder has pocket on
cover)

1 package of page protectors (25-30)

1717 old shirt to be used for painting (this will
not be returned)

For Pre-K and 4 Year Old Classes
171 box of 16 crayons

For 306s Cl ass
1 box of fimy first crayonso (these a
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