VISION PLAN

BPE LVIDERE

2023 BELVIDERE PARK DISTRICT

COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

PLANNING RESOURCES INC.




2 This page is left intentionally blank



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PROJECT/ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Jen Jacky

Melissa Merkel

Aly Graham, CPRP

Jonathan Cudzewicz, CPRP, AFO
Destiny Boss

Kristi Dummer

Dawn Zenaty

Jackie Logsdon

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Daniel Noble

Amy Nord

Mary Marquardt

Jean Twyning

Gary Thacker

PLANNING TEAM

IN ASSOCIATION WITH:
&

# Dewberry

Executive Director

Superintendent of Administrative Services
Superintendent of Recreation
Superintendent of Parks

Human Resources & Risk Manager
Marketing Supervisor

Administrative Assistant

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Commissioner

DECISIONS

RESIDENTS OF BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT:

A special thank you goes out to the public who attended and participated in the various
engagement opportunities and responded to the BTPD Statistically Valid Survey.






EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION
Purpose | Methodology

HISTORY & TODAY’S SYSTEM

Agency Overview | Staff | Mission

COMMUNITY INSIGHT

Demographics | Benchmarking

COMMUNITY VISIONING

Focus Groups - Day 1| Focus Groups - Day 2 | Community Input Meeting #1
Community Input Meeting #2 | Community Input Meeting #3 | Survey Results

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Park Classification | Park Inventory & Assessment
Facility Inventory & Assessment

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING

Financial Overview | Program Analysis | Alternative Revenue Sources

PUBLIC-PRIVATE RELATIONSHIPS

Intergovernmental | Corporate | Affilate

RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS

Action & Priority Plan | Achieving the Plan | Plan Conclusion

APPENDIX



6  This page is left intentionally blank



EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY




el VIDERE. CITY HALL

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Planning Resources Team (PRI) was
commissioned by the Park Board to prepare the
BTPD's 2023 Comprehensive Master Plan. Over
the last twelve months, BTPD in conjunction
with the PRI team worked cooperatively to
study the needs of the District and develop an
implementation strategy. The team is comprised
of award-winning professionals committed to
developing a high-quality road map for the
BTPD to continue providing exceptional parks,
facilities, and recreation with a wide range of
diversified programs and activities.

The outdoor recreation assessments were
completed by Planning Resources Inc., the
facility study was complete by Dewberry
Architects, recreational programming was
completed by Executive Decisions, Inc., and
the community survey was developed and
tabulated by aQity Research & Insights.
Master Planning

The BTPD 2023 Comprehensive Master Plan is
based on an inventory of current conditions
as well as an analysis of community needs,

including valuable direction provided by
District residents through a comprehensive,
community-driven process, statistically valid
survey responses, and comments made in a
series of focus groups and community input
meetings. The Comprehensive Master Plan

is presented in a sequence of chapters that
identify trends in parks and recreation. It
includes a detailed look at the District and the
community it serves, a description of the input
garnered from the stakeholders, program, and
facility users and interested residents received
during the planning process. An in-depth
assessment of the parks and facilities was also
completed as well as recommendations for
the future. The following is an overview of the
contents of the BTPD 2023 Comprehensive
Master Plan document:

Chapter 1 - Introduction

The Introduction Chapter of the Comprehensive
Master Plan provides a general background

and history of the City of Belvidere and the
Belvidere Township Park District. The Park
District’s mission and history are significant



for planning for the future, since they are

the underlying principles that help shape the
District and the community it serves. In addition
to identifying the Planning Team and their roles
in the planning process, this chapter presents

a brief overview of the history of the Belvidere
Township Park District and its context to the City
of Belvidere. This chapter also highlights several
key events during the City of Belvidere and the
Park District's celebrated history.

The chapter concludes by emphasizing the park
district's commitment to providing quality parks
and recreation opportunities for the community.
The park district is committed to continuing its
tradition of excellence and providing a safe and
welcoming environment for all residents.

Chapter 2 - History & Today’s System
Each park and recreation agency has a unique
style and character that comes from its
geography, history, governance, operations

and the cultural diversity of its population. This
chapter provides an overview of BTPD that looks
at the organizational structure of the agency, its
rich agency history, and today’s system.

Chapter 3 - Community Insight

The Community Insight Chapter of the Belvidere

Township Comprehensive Master Plan provides

a valuable overview of the demographics and

cultural context of the community at the time

of writing. The Community Insight Chapter
highlights the following key findings:

« Belvidere Township is a diverse community
with a growing population of older adults.

« Belvidere Township has a below-average
median household income.

« The idling of the Stellantis auto plant will
present a challenge to the park district's
funding.

These findings will have implications for the

park district's programming and facilities

planning. The park district will need to develop
programs and activities that meet the needs of
a diverse population, including older adults. The
park district will also need to consider making
its facilities more accessible to people with
disabilities. Additionally, the park district will
need to find ways to maintain its funding in the
event of a Stellantis auto plant closure.

Chapter 4 - Community Visioning

The Community Visioning Chapter of the
Belvidere Township Comprehensive Master
Plan describes the methods and results of the
park district’s outreach efforts to gather input
from the community. The chapter includes a
description of the community meetings and
focus groups that were conducted, as well as
the results of the community survey.

The chapter found that the community is
generally supportive of the park district and its
mission. However, there are some areas where
the community would like to see improvement,
ie. investment in new facilities, such as an
indoor recreation center and a new aquatic
facility. The community is also interested in
seeing the park district expand its programming
offerings for youth, senior adults, and families.
The chapter concludes with a series of
recommendations for the park district's future
outreach efforts. The recommendations include
continuing to conduct community meetings
and focus groups, as well as developing a more
robust online presence.

Chapter 5 - Inventory & Analysis

The Inventory and Analysis Chapter of the
Belvidere Township Comprehensive Master
Plan provides a comprehensive overview of the
park district’s facilities at the time of writing.
The chapter includes an assessment of the
park district’s parks and facilities based on

the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) park classifications system.



The NRPA park classifications system is a widely
used framework for classifying parks and
recreation facilities based on their size, function,
service area, and amenities offered. The

system includes six classifications: mini parks,
neighborhood parks, community parks, regional
parks, urban parks, and state parks.

The chapter presents an explanation of park
evaluation criteria and assessment of each
individual park location based on “boots

on the ground” observation and BTPD staff
insight. Each park assessment includes a 2023
Google aerial image of the park site, a general
description of the park site, an assessment of
the current conditions, an evaluation of the
site features and amenities located in the park,
2022/2023 photos of the park, and a summary
of the recommended improvements.

The Inventory and Analysis Chapter also
includes a similar assessment of the ten BTPD
facilities. Each facility assessment includes
general building information and observations,
an assessment of the building condition, 2023
photos of the facility, and a summary of the
recommended improvements.

Chapter 6 - Recreational Programming
The Evaluation of Recreational Programming
Chapter of the Belvidere Township
Comprehensive Master Plan provides an
overview of the park district’s current
programming offerings at the time of writing.
The chapter includes an assessment of the
efficiency and effectiveness of the park district’s
programming, as well as an analysis of national
trends in parks and recreation.

The chapter found that the park district's
programming offerings are generally efficient
and effective. However, there are some areas
where the park district could improve. For
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example, the park district could increase
program participation by offering more
affordable programming and making it easier
for residents to sign up for programs. The park
district could also improve the success rates of
its programs by providing more training and
support to program leaders.

The chapter also reports on national trends in
parks and recreation. These trends include an
increasing demand for outdoor recreation, a
growing interest in wellness programs, and a
focus on inclusivity. The park district can use
these trends to inform its own programming
decisions.

The evaluation of recreational programming
chapter concludes with a series of strategies
and recommendations for improving the park
district's programming. The recommendations
include increasing program participation,
improving program success rates, and
expanding programming offerings.

Chapter 7 - Best Practice: Public Private
Partnerships

The Public-Private Partnerships Chapter

of the Belvidere Township Park District’s
Comprehensive Master Plan provides guidance
on best practices for public-private partnerships
(PPPs). A well-designed PPP can greatly
improve a park district’s ability to meet its
goals and objectives, as it can provide a level
of accountability and stability that can last for
years and withstand staff turnover and other
changing circumstances. To maximize their
effectiveness, PPPs should be formalized and
based on achieving mutually determined,
measurable goals.

The chapter begins by identifying BTPD's
current Inter-Governmental Agreements (IGAs’)
and their benefit to the District. Additionally, the



chapter further defines the three types of PPP
opportunities and outlines the benefits of such
partnerships. It then provides a step-by-step
guide to developing and implementing a PPP,
from identifying potential partners to managing
the partnership.

Chapter 8 - Recommendations
Recommendations are the blueprint for action.
The Recommendations of the Belvidere
Township Park District's Comprehensive

Master Plan is a series of significant findings
and recommendations regarding the district’s
parks and open space, open space standards,
recreational facilities, and park programs. These
recommendations are the blueprint for action
over the next 5 to 10 years.

The recommendations are shaped by extensive
public input, a needs assessment, and sound
planning practices. They provide an overview of
the details identified within the Comprehensive
Master Plan document including:

»  Working with the City of Belvidere to
integrate and incorporate the Comprehensive
Master Plan into the City’s comprehensive
plan. This will ensure that the plan is aligned
with the city's overall goals and objectives.

e Maximizing exposure and use of the BTPD
Comprehensive Master Plan. This can be
done through a variety of means, such
as distributing the plan to stakeholders,
creating a website dedicated to the plan,
and holding public meetings to discuss the
plan.

« Developing policies and procedures to guide
the implementation of the plan. These
policies and procedures should be clear,
concise, and easy to understand.

» Integrating the budget process with the
implementation of the plan. This will ensure
that the plan is funded and that resources
are allocated in a way that supports the
plan’s goals.

« Acquiring land for new parks and recreation
facilities. This may involve working with
private landowners, government agencies, or
other entities.

e Partnering with other organizations to
implement the plan. This can help to
leverage resources and expertise.

« Conducting site-specific master planning for
individual parks and recreation facilities. This
will ensure that each facility is designed to
meet the specific needs of the community.

« Developing and implementing recreation
programming. This programming should be
diverse and appealing to a wide range of
people.

« Monitoring the implementation of the plan
and making necessary updates. This will
ensure that the plan is still relevant and that
it meets the needs of the community.

 Identifying and pursuing grant opportunities.
Grants can provide valuable funding for
implementing the plan.

 Prioritizing capital improvements. This will
ensure that the most important projects are
completed first.

The success of the Comprehensive Master Plan

will depend on a number of factors, including

funding availability, staff resources, and political
and community support. The recommendations
contained within the Comprehensive Master

Plan address parks, facilities, and recreation

programming for both existing and future

residents. The Comprehensive Master Plan will
serve as a resourceful inventory of all parks and
facilities and become BTPD's official guide for
parks and facility improvements.

Appendix

The Appendix of the Belvidere Township Park
District's Comprehensive Master Plan includes
a variety of additional information that was
utilized during the development of the plan.
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The information in the Appendix provides

a valuable resource for the Belvidere

Township Park District as it implements the
Comprehensive Master Plan. This information
will help the district to make informed decisions
about the future of the park system.
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INTRODUCTION

The City of Belvidere is a distinctive community
that embraces small-town life and heritage
while preserving and enhancing the city's

rural character. Founded in 1835, the City of
Belvidere is located just minutes from 1-90 and
US Highway 20 in southern Boone County,
Ilinois. The city prides itself as being a rural
paradise. Belvidere is known throughout the
State of Illinois as the “City of Murals” which are
on the national register of historic places. The
City of Belvidere also serves as the county seat
of Boone County, and geographically, is a part
of the Rockford, Illinois Metropolitan Statistical
Area.

The City of Belvidere today is an industrial

community surrounded by prosperous farmland.

It has gone to great lengths to preserve its rural
character and quality of life despite increasing
development pressure from the expansion of
the Chicago metro region.

The City of Belvidere is a resilient community
that has faced its share of challenges over
the years. In 2023, the Chrysler Stellantis
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plant, which was a major employer in the city,
announced that it would be idling. This would
be a significant blow to the local economy,
but the city has shown its resilience. The city
is committed to diversifying its economy and
creating new jobs. With its strong workforce,
strategic location, and commitment to
economic development, Belvidere is well-
positioned for a strong economic future.

The quality of life in Belvidere is supported by a

number of factors, including:

« A vibrant downtown: Belvidere's downtown is
home to a variety of businesses, restaurants,
and cultural attractions. This provides
residents with a convenient place to shop,
eat, and be entertained.

« Adiverse population: Belvidere is a diverse
community with residents from all walks of
life. This diversity contributes to the city's
unique character and sense of community.

« A strong sense of community: Belviderians are
known for their strong sense of community
and willingness to help one another. This
sense of community is evident in the many



volunteer opportunities available in the city
and the support that residents provide to
one another during times of need as most
recently demonstrated following Belvidere’s
Apollo Theater roof collapse in early April of
this year.

« A commitment to preserving the environment:

Belvidere is committed to preserving the
environment. The city has a number of parks
and open spaces, and it is working to reduce
its environmental impact.
The quality of life in Belvidere is a direct result
of the hard work and dedication of its residents
and businesses. The city is a great place to live,
work, and raise a family.

The Belvidere Township Park District (BTPD),
established in November 1919, develops, and
maintains a system of parks and recreational
resources to welcome visitors to the City of
Belvidere, while at the same time, enhancing
the well-being of BTPD residents. District staff
working under the leadership of the BTPD Board
of Commissioners work tirelessly to deliver
quality recreation services to the residents of
the Belvidere Township Park District.

To meet the needs of a growing population
and to continue to make the City of Belvidere
and Belvidere Township an attractive place

to call home for residents and businesses
alike, the BTPD initiated the development of
Comprehensive Master Plan in the Fall of 2022.
The following pages include the Executive
Summary and the detailed analysis, findings,
and recommendations of the study.

Purpose of this Plan

The Belvidere Township Park District plays an
important role in meeting the diverse recreation
needs of nearly 30,174 people in the Belvidere
Township Park District and the surrounding
unincorporated communities in Boone County.
The purpose of this Master Plan is to assess

how well the District is currently meeting that
responsibility, and to provide a road map to
guide the District in its operations. The scope

of services and resources provided by the
Belvidere Township Park District is extensive.
The District manages 362.2 acres of developed/
undeveloped park land and offers a wide variety
of recreation programs and community services.
The success of the District is largely measured
by the positive impact of these services and
resources on residents’ quality of life, and the
District's ability to provide these benefits in a
cost-effective manner. The District must work
within its fiscal and operational limitations to
allocate staff and funding towards the facilities
and services that will have the most beneficial
impact on the communities it serves.

The Belvidere Township Park District engaged in
this effort to create a long-range planning tool
for best management practices in maintaining
and enhancing the District's parks and public
recreation opportunities for the benefit of
residents and visitors over a multi-year planning
period. The Plan incorporates extensive public
input, stakeholder and focus group interaction,
detailed inventory and analysis of existing
recreation programs and assets, to create a
roadmap for success.

The Master Plan provides direction on park
programs, facility maintenance, general capital
improvements, park amenities, parkland
redevelopment, budgets, and funding
opportunities. This Master Plan also provides
information that will help establish current
priorities and determine the levels of funding
and support that will be required to meet future
needs.

Key Issues
Key issues were identified using a number
of tools, including a review of existing plans
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and documents, focus groups, Open House

presentations, a community survey, and

inventory and level of service analysis. The

information gathered was evaluated, and

recommendations were developed that address

these key issues:

« Continue to maintain and improve existing
parks, facilities, and amenities.

» Make improvements to or replace some
existing facilities and amenities.

« Continue to improve programming and
service delivery.

« Continue to increase marketing, branding,
and awareness.

« Pursue additional funding sources and
opportunities.

Related Planning Efforts and Integration

The following plans were reviewed for

relevance, used as background information,

and supporting studies to this master planning

effort to ensure that all planning efforts are

aligned and integrated.

« City of Belvidere Comprehensive Master Plan
Map

» Boone County Comprehensive Master Plan
2029

+ Historic Baltic Mill Structural Report, May 9,
2023.

« BTPD Annual Financial Report (2020, 2019,
2017, and 2016)

« Budget Report by Fund (FY 2018 through FY
2022)

Methodology of this Planning Process
The process guiding the development of this
Master Plan included the formation of an
integrated project team comprised of staff and
Park Board, a review of institutional history,

analysis of existing conditions, and engagement

with members of the BTPD community. The
development of this plan included the following
key tasks:
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« Data Gathering and review.

« Existing Parks, Facilities, and Programs
Inventory

« Level of Service analysis with alternative
service providers identified.

« Community Engagement — Community
Interest and Opinion Survey

« Needs assessment.

« Park, Facility, Financial, and Program analysis

« Recommendations: Goals, Objectives, and
Action Plan

Existing Parks & Facility Inventory

The Existing Parks & Facility Inventory consisted

of a detailed comprehensive assessment of each

of the District's services including parks, open
space, and recreation facilities to determine
current conditions, use patterns, environmental
issues and economic impacts. Included within
the assessment is a comparative analysis of
local agencies of similar size and density using
nationally accepted standards.

The existing parks and facility inventory

included:

« An inventory of parks and facilities using
existing mapping, staff interviews, and on-
site visits to verify amenities and assess the
condition of the facilities and grounds.

« An inventory, mapping, and analysis of
recreation amentties.

Level of Service Analysis

The Level of Service Analysis includes

the evaluation of the facility's recreation
components relative to the size of the facility




per 1000 population (capacity analysis).

Additionally, analysis included those services

provided by other agencies that may impact

BTPD.

« The review of previous planning studies and
staff discussions provided information about
the district's parks and recreation facilities
and services, in addition to insight reading
the current practices and experiences in
serving residents and visitors.

 |dentification of alternative providers of
recreation services provided insight reading
the market opportunities in the area for
potential new facilities and services.

« The Level of Service Analysis provided
an accurate measurement of the current
delivery of service for parks and recreation
facilities.

« The analysis targeted a level of service
that is both feasible and aligned with the
community vision expressed through the
statistically valid survey and other public
outreach methods.

Community Engagement

Community engagement is critical to the
planning process as it provides residents,
recreation program managers, staff, and other
stakeholders the opportunity to inform the plan
through several different types of discussions.
The Public Involvement Phase of the BTPD's
Plan consisted of an in-depth, efficient, open,
and resident-focused community process. Park
Board members, staff, user groups, associations,
and other stakeholders were assured that

their voices were important, and they would

be provided an opportunity to participate

in the development of this Plan through an
appropriate number of community participation
meetings. A variety of methods for the BTPD
community to participate resulted in valuable
data for analysis. The following methods were
used:

» Focus Groups/Stakeholder meetings

«  Community-wide Open House/Public
Workshop meetings

+ Statistically valid communtity interest and
opinion survey

+ Open link survey

« Over-the-counter survey

Needs Assessment

A statistically valid survey is crucial to getting
reliable information about District facilities,
programs, and services from residents of the
community to establish a baseline for setting
realistic and achievable goals in Comprehensive
Master Plan. The statistically valid survey is the
only method that gives scientifically legitimate
information, not only from the users, but from
the non-users who are also taxpayers and
voters. Based on the population of Belvidere
Township being roughly 30,174 according to
the US Census projections, the planning team
sought to receive at least n=300 completed
surveys to provide the detailed community
feedback to help inform the master plan.

The Needs Assessment:

« Based on the profile of the community and
demographics

 |dentified community interests and
opinions through the results gathered from
statistically valid and open link surveys.

« Researched cultural, societal, and technology
trends related to recreation and the delivery
of service to help guide the district's efforts
to improve the delivery of parks and
recreation services.

Park, Facility, Financial, and Program

Analysis

Analysis included:

« Park and facility analysis included a review of
inventory data collected.

« Program analysis included a review of the
District’s recreation programs, events, and

. 17
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Recommendations: Goals, Objectives,
and Action Plan

Goals and recommendations for enhancing
BTPD's parks and recreation amentties are
rooted in the Key Issues of the master planning
process. The goals developed focus on
improving recreation amenities the District
currently operates and enhancing service
delivery. The recommendations identified
describe ways to enhance the level of service
and the quality of life through organizational
efficiencies, financial opportunities,
improved programming, service delivery and
maintenance, and improvements to facilities
and amenities.

The summary of recommended actions:

« ldentified and categorized recommendations
into themes with goals, objectives, and an
action plan for implementation

« Developed an action plan for capital
improvements, including operational
impacts, and time frame to support
implementation of the plan.
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BTPD’S HISTORY & TODAYS SYSTEM

The Belvidere Township Park District was
established on November 4, 1919 in response
to the growing need for park spaces in the
Belvidere community. The park district’s first
purchase was a 55-acre parcel of land known
as the Baltic Mill tract, which included the
Mill, a residence on West Lincoln Avenue, the
river dam, the mill race, Gooseberry Island,
and a parcel of land on the south bank of the
Kishwaukee River, which included an entrance
from West Locust Street to the dam.

In the years that followed, the park district

has acquired additional land and developed

a variety of park facilities, including a bathing
beach, a swimming pool, a recreation center,
and several playgrounds. In 1979, the city of
Belvidere deeded Harkless Park to the park
district, and in 1992, the park district re-
acquired Doty Park, which had been sold to the
school district in 1946.
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In the 1980s and 1990s, the park district
embarked on a period of expansion and
restoration. The Burgess Street Boat Launch
was built in 1988, and the first mile loop of the
Kishwaukee Riverfront Path was completed in
Belvidere Park in 1989. Over the next several
years, the path was extended to the boat launch



site. The park district also revitalized Doty Park,
building a handicap accessible playground,

a large shelter with restrooms, a boat dock,

and two large open field areas. In 2000, the
Embankment Skatepark was added. Other river
access facilities were created including two
canoe launches: Red Horse Bend, located on the
north bank of the Kishwaukee River just east of
Belvidere, and Hickory Bill's Island, located west
of the park off the Appleton Road bridges.

In the 1990s, the park district began working
with the schools to create more play facilities
for children. The park district helped the parent-
teacher organizations of several Belvidere
schools fund school playgrounds. The park
district also partnered with Meehan School

to build a gym and recreational facilities in
exchange for the use of those facilities for
community after-hours and summer programs
and activities.

The park district has also built several parks
outside the city limits of Belvidere. Aberdeen
Park, located off Orth Road, includes tennis
courts, a sand volleyball court, horseshoe

pits, a shuffleboard court, a playground, a

ball diamond, a soccer field, a walking path, a
shelter with restrooms, and two parking lots.
The park district also helped establish the Park
District Foundation in 1992 to provide a means
for local people to donate lands for public use
and receive tax deductions. The foundation has
helped the park district acquire and preserve
several important historic properties, including
the Baltic Mill and the headgates on the Mill
Race.
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The park district's Administration Building was
completed in 1999. This new facility includes
centrally located offices, files, storage, and
meeting spaces to provide for growth and
anticipated needs well into the future.

The Belvidere Township Park District has
come a long way since its humble beginnings
in 1919. Today, the park district owns and
operates over 300 acres of parkland, including
15 parks, miles of trails, and a variety of
recreational facilities. The park district

is committed to providing the Belvidere
community with opportunities for recreation,
relaxation, and enjoyment.

AGENCY OVERVIEW

Services and Facilities

Currently, Belvidere Park District owns fifteen
parks and ten facilities that offer an expansive
amount of different recreational activities and
amenities. These include an ice rink, spray
ground, athletic fields like soccer fields, ball
fields, volleyball, tennis, and basketball courts,
and an indoor recreation center to name just a
few.

Organization and Staff

The Belvidere Park District Board of
Commissioners is an elected five-member
Board that determines District priorities and
defines policies for financing, governance,
operations and administration. The Board
represents their voting constituents and hires
the Executive Director to manage the daily
operations of the District. The Board members
include: The Board President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Commissioner. These
members are elected to serve four-year terms
and serve without compensation.
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CORE VALUES

Build respect, integrity and trust

Foster teamwork through communication and

collaboration
Demonstrate professionalism

Promote staff development -

Follow best practices

Provide quality experience through guest-
centered services

Exceed expectations

Assure safety through comprehensive risk

management program
N s ‘-‘1 '1.,_. \

[COMMUNITY ™ 2%,

Demand fiscal respon5|bility to assure
transparency

Build green infrastructure

Ensure resource efficiency

Create and maintain effective partnerships
Celebrate history

Embrace cultural diversity

Encourage inclusion

Celebrate contributions of residents, Board,
staff and volunteers

EINNOVATION
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Implement new technology

Communicate a shared vision

Recognize trends by being responsive and
adaptive inspire creativity

Staffing

Belvidere Park District currently has
Administrative Staff, Recreation Staff, Special
Recreation Staff, and Park Staff.

There are nine Administration Staff: Executive
Director, Superintendent of Recreation,
Superintendent of Parks, Superintendent of
Administrative Services, Marketing Supervisor,
Human Resources and Risk Manager, and three
Administrative Assistants. There are three
Recreation Staff: two Recreation Supervisors
and a Facilities Supervisor. There are two Special
Recreation Staff: Special Recreation Manager
and Special Recreation Supervisor. There are
two Park Staff: Buildings Foreman and Grounds
Foreman.

Park District Mission Statement

The Belvidere Park District Board of
Commissioners and Staff are dedicated and
committed to meet the recreational needs of
the community while balancing growth with
the preservation of open space. We strive to
provide excellence and integrity in every aspect
of our service to participants of all ages and

all abilities in a responsible and cost-effective
manner.

Vision

To be the provider of community-driven and
innovative park and recreation experiences,
while maintaining financial stability.
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BOONE COUNTY AND BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP

Boone County is located in northern Illinots,
adjacent to the border of Wisconsin. The county

is 15 miles from Rockford and is included in the
Rockford Metropolitan Statistical Area. According
to the 2020 Census, Boone County has a total

area of 282 square miles with 280.74 square miles
being land. There are 53,448 people living in Boone
County. It has a population density of 148.7 people
per square mile. The largest and only city in the
county is Belvidere, which in the Belvidere Township,
one of nine townships in Boone County.

Data Sources

All the demographic data for Belvidere Township,
City of Belvidere, and other municipalities in this
Comprehensive Master Plan are collected from The
Census Bureau, including the Decennial Census

of Population and Housing (1940 — 2020) and
American Community Survey (ACS, 2011-2021).

Boone County Demographics

The population of Boone County is predominantly
white (92.0%), followed by Hispanic (3.0%), Black
or African American (2.4%), and Asian (1.5%). The
median age in the county is 38.4. The median
household income in Boone County is $70,396.

Boone County Economy

The economy of Boone County is based on
manufacturing, agriculture, and retail trade. The
largest employer within the area is Stellantis.

Belvidere Township

Belvidere Township contains portions of the City of
Belvidere, and the Villages of Cherry Valley, Loves
Park, Poplar Grove and Rockford. It has a total area
of 36.54 square miles, 12.9% of the county with
36.09 square miles being land. The Kishwaukee
River is the major waterway in the Township. Based
on the 2020 Decennial Census, the Township has a
population of 29,441. According to the American
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BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP POPULATION ESTIMATE 2010-2021
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Community Survey (ACS), data shows the population
of the township increased to 30,174 in 2021.

Belvidere Township's population, demographic
information, and statistics utilized is mainly derived
from the American Community Survey (ACS) and
the U.S. Census Bureau. The American Community
Survey (ACS) provides reliable information on
population, demographic, and housing unit
estimates, etc., and the Census Bureau conducts

a Population Estimate Program which produces
and propagates the official population trends and
forecasting. Estimating characteristic distributions
is the strength of the ACS while total population is
more accurate in Census and Population Estimates
Programs. ACS estimates the data by using the
collected sample of the population in the United
States and Puerto Rico rather than entire United
States population.
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Belvidere Township: Population

The population of Belvidere Township has
experienced two major growth spurts in the past 80
years, one in the 1970s and the other in 2010 (Figure
1). The population reached its highest point in 2010
with 30,109 people but has since declined slightly to
29,441 in 2020. However, the ACS Demographic and
Housing Estimate for 2021 shows a 2.34% increase
in population, bringing the estimated population

to 30,174. This recent 2010 increase in population

is likely due to a number of factors, including the
strong economy in the Rockford Metropolitan
Statistical Area, the availability of affordable
housing, and the quality of the schools in Belvidere
Township.
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AGE DISTRIBUTION

Figure 3

Belvidere Township: Age Distribution

The population of Belvidere Township is aging
(Figure 3). The median age of the population has
increased from 35 in 2011 to 40 in 2021. There is a
larger group of residents at the age of 15-29 and
above the age of 55 in 2021 than 2011, while having
less children (0-14) and residents at the age of 30-
54.

The following age groups categories are used by

park districts in classifying their populations:

e Under 5 years of age: those with limited physical
abilities; need constant supervision; users of
preschool programs/facilities and are future
youth activity participants.

e Ages 5-14: children’s programming, the teens
will be slowly moving out of youth.

« Ages 15-24: young adults who use facilities and
programs area independent of their family.

e Ages 25-34: adults whose needs primarily center
on relationships and starting families.

e Ages 35-54: older adult users of a wider range
of park programming and facilities, as well as
people whose needs generally revolve around

their family.
26

e Ages 55-65: empty nesters, whose focus is on
new grandchildren and preparing for retirement.

« Age 65 and over: active adults, currently more
active than at any point prior in history.

The proportion of these age categories as they
have evolved over the ten-year period from 2011 to
2021. Ages 25 to 54 years have remained the largest
group in both 2011 and 2021, even with a 4%
decline in this age cohort. The second largest age
group in 2011 was 5 to 14 years, which was taken
over by the 65 year and above age group, which
has grown 6.8% in the past 10 years. Combined
with the 55 to 64 years group, they make up

almost 32% of population in Belvidere Township,
compared to the young adults, who are more likely
to participate in more active recreational activities,
such as a variety of sports programs. Since the

over 55 years of age group are more likely to go
out with people of the same age (likely with their
grandchildren and families or by themselves), there
is a lower probability that they would participate

in competitive sports activities. It is important for
the Belvidere Township Park District to take into



AGE DISTRIBUTION BY YEAR
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consideration proper recreational programs for
the growing active adult population. This aging
population has a number of implications for the
Park District:

» First, the aging population is more likely to
participate in passive recreation activities, such
as walking, jogging, fitness, and fishing. The Park
District should offer more programs and facilities
that cater to these interests.

« Second, the aging population is less likely to
participate in competitive sports activities. This
means that the Park District should offer more
programs and facilities that are designed for
people of all ages and abilities.

» Third, the aging population is more likely to be
interested in social activities. This means that the
Park District should offer more programs and
facilities that encourage social interaction.

The Park District should consider the needs of the
aging population when planning programming and
facilities. By doing so, the Park District can ensure it
is meeting the needs of its entire community.

Under & years,
5.10%

55 to &4 years,

13.:40%

25 to 34 years,

35 to 54 years;
10.907%

26.00%

Figure 5 2021

Some specific considerations for the Park District
should be to:

« Offer programs and facilities for passive
recreation, such as walking trails, nature centers,
and fishing areas.

« Offer programs and facilities for people of all
ages and abilities, such as tai chi and yoga.

« Offer programs and facilities that encourage
social interaction, such as clubs, classes, and
events.

« Partner with other organizations including senior
centers and health care providers, to provide
services and programs for the aging population.

By taking these steps, the Park District can ensure
that it is meeting the needs of the aging population
and providing them with opportunities to be active
and engaged in their community.
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Belvidere Township:

Race, Culture and Ethnicity

According to the U.S. 2020 Census, Belvidere
Township has a population of 29,441, the
demographics are as (Figure 6) shows 87.7% of the
population is one race and 12.3% of population

is two or more races. The most prominent ethnic
group is white, and the children of white and other
races. The second biggest ethnic group classified
as "Some Other Race Alone” are people who don't
consider themselves as any one of the other five
categories.

The other cultural refection in Belvidere Township

is 27.9% of the population is Hispanic or Latino,
which could be people of any race who are of
Hispanic or Latino origin. The City of Belvidere
residents represents a large portion of the township
population — the Latino/Hispanic population in this
area was increased to 35.9% (Figure 7). According to
American Community Survey (ACS) from the past 10
years, Belvidere Township has a consistent Hispanic/
Latino population at or slightly above the 25%
national average.

The language demographics in Belvidere Township
also reflect the Hispanic/Latino population (Figure
8). According to ACS, among the population 5 years
or older, 23.9% speak a language other than English

— majority of which being Spanish, with the rest
speaking Indo-European, Asian and Pacific Island,
or other languages. The percentage of people who
speak English “very well” is high, however, 7.6% of
the population speak English less than “very well".

These findings suggest that the ethnic and language
demographics in Belvidere Township are relatively
diverse. The ACS data throughout the past ten years
also shows the ethnic divisions have been relatively
stable. The white population is the majority,
followed by the Hispanic population. The Black and
Asian populations are relatively small. Similarly,
English is primary language, while one fourth of the
population speak a second language. For those who
speak multiple languages, some are not fluent in
English.

These findings have a number of implications

for Belvidere Township. First, it suggests that the
township is a diverse community with a variety

of ethnic and linguistic backgrounds. Second, it
suggests that there is a need to provide services and
resources to people who speak other languages.
Third, it suggests that there is a need to improve
English language skills for people who speak other
languages.

Figure 6 Figure 7

Bevidere Township Race & Ethnic Total Population 29,441 Hispanic & Latino Origin

Population One Race 25811 87.7% Belvidere Township (population: 29,441)

White Alone 0 '325 590% Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino
! e [o) [¢)

Black or African American Alone 739 2.5% 8,200 27.9% 29,441 72.1%

American Indian and Alaska Native Alone 353 1.2% ) ) ;

Asian Alone 354 12% City of Belvidere (population: 25,339)

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Alone 17 0.1% Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Other Race Alone 4,033 13.7% 9,099 359% | 16,240 64.1%

Population of Two or More Races 3630 12.3% * Hispanic origin can be viewed as the heritage,

d ! nationality, lineage, or country of birth of the person
White, & another race 3,401 11.44 or the person’s parents or ancestors before arriving
Others Two Races 174 0.59% in the United States. People who identify as Hispanic,
Three or More Races 178 0.3% Latino, or Spanish may be any race.
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BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP
POPULATION BY RACE
AND ETHNICITY 2021
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BELVIDERE POPULATION: FOREIGN AND NATIVE BORN
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Figure 10

Belvidere Township:

Foreign and Native Born

The residents of the township are mostly U.S.
citizens (Figure 10), many of whom (70.3%) were
born in Illinois, and around 17.7% were born in
another state or territory of the U.S.. About 4.5%

of the population is made up of immigrants, who
obtained their citizenship after they moved to the
States. These people are mostly from Latin American
countries, followed by Asia, and Europe. Belvidere
Township also has around 6.7% non-U.S. citizens,
most of which are from Latin American countries.
This number is very close to the national average of
foreigners and natives living in the U.S.

Comparing the current Foreign and Native Born
population to 2011, Belvidere Township had less
people moving in from other U.S. states, but an
increased number of residents who are non-U.S.
citizens. Less of those non-U.S. citizens are getting
their citizenship.

The data shows that the Township not only has
diverse ethnic groups, but some members among

those ethnic groups are coming from outside the

30

Immigrants (2021):

Origin Estimate

Europe 169 0.57%
Asia 208 0.70%
Africa 0 0.00%
Oceania 0 0.00%
Latin America 873 2.96%
Northern America 88 0.30%

Non U.S. Citizen (2021):

Origin Estimate

Europe 14 0.05%
Asia 67 0.23%
Africa 0 0.00%
Oceania 25 0.08%
Latin America 1,854  6.28%
Northern America 16 0.05%

country. The local parks and recreations facilities
could provide opportunities for these people to
connect and engage with the local community.

Belvidere Township: Education

The educational attainment in Belvidere Township

is lower than the national average. For young adults
between the ages of 18 and 24, the percentage of
people with a bachelor’s degree or higher is 6.8%,
which is nearly half of the national average of 12.8%.
The percentage of people with some college or an
associate degree is 42.3%, which is 1.5% above the
national average. However, the percentage of people
with less than a high school diploma is 20.5%, which
is significantly higher than the national average of
11.7%.

« These findings suggest that there is a need to
improve educational attainment in Belvidere
Township. There are a number of factors that
could contribute to the lower educational
attainment in Belvidere Township. These factors
include the relatively low socioeconomic status
of the area (Figure 13) and the presence of a
number of manufacturing jobs close to a major
metropolitan area.



BELVIDERE & NATIONAL EDUCATION 2021

AGES 18-24

- Less than High School Graduate

- High School or Equivalent
- Some College or Associates
- Bachelors Degree or higher

U.S. Average Educational Attainment

Figure 11 Belvidere Average Educational Attainment

AGES 25 & OVER

- Less than 9th grade
- 9th to 12th grade

- High School or Equivalent
- Some College, no degree
- Associates Degree

- Bachelors Degree

- Graduate or Professional Degree

U.S. Average Educational Attainment

Figure 12 Belvidere Average Educational Attainment
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Belvidere Township: Family Income
According to the U.S. Census Bureau's Population
Estimate Program, which is based on the 2021 ACS,
over half of the households in Belvidere Township
(51.2%) have incomes greater than $50,000. The
other 48.8% includes a range of income level

below $50,000. Family households consist of a
householder and one or more other people related
to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption.
The median household income is $67,130 and the
mean income is $85,136; 3% lower than the national
household median income at $69,021, and 7% lower
than national household mean income, which was
$97,196.

BELVIDERE FAMILY INCOME

$200,000 or more

$150,000 to $199,999

$100,000 to §149,999 46%

Average U.S. Household 15.6%

Income ($85,136)

$75,000 to $99,999

$50,000 to $74,999

Average Belvidere Household Income ($85,136)

8.2%

National Median Household Income ($69,021

These findings suggest that the income levels of
households in Belvidere Township are generally
lower than the national average. However, it is
important to note that the median household
income is still above the poverty line, which was
$26,500 for a family of four in 2021. This means that
most households in Belvidere Township are able

to meet their basic needs. There are a number of
factors that could contribute to the lower income
levels in Belvidere Township.

Overall, the income levels of households in Belvidere
Township are generally lower than the national
average. However, as previously stated, most
households are still able to meet their basic needs.

Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $34,999

Poverty Line~$30,000

$35,000 to $49,999

Belvidere Median Household Income ($67,.130)

Figure 13
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Comparison of Local Park Districts

The Belvidere Township Park District (BTPD) is

committed to providing its residents with high-

quality recreational amenities and facilities. A

comparative analysis was conducted with other local

park districts. This analysis, known as benchmarking,

allows the BTPD to compare its performance against

other similar agencies to measure where it falls

within the industry. Six adjacent park districts were

used for benchmarking purposes: DeKalb Park

District, Genoa Park District, Oregon Park District,

Rochelle Park District, Sterling Park District, and

Sycamore Park District. The key benchmarking data

collected included:

« Population

+ Median household income

« Total number of parks/facilities

« Parks total footprint

« Acres per 1,000 residents

« Number of recreational amenities: baseball/
softball fields, soccer fields, and tennis courts
per capita

Rochelle .

elvidere
®

|
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[PARK DISTRICT
| Explore & Engage!

« Number of playgrounds per capita
« Total expenditures

« Capital improvement expenditures.
« Equalized assessed value (EAV)

« Total Debt

The benchmarking data revealed that the BTPD is
comparable to other local park districts in terms of
population, median household income, and total
number of parks/facilities. However, the BTPD has

a smaller parks total footprint and acres per 1,000
residents than the other park districts. The BTPD also
has fewer recreational amenities and playgrounds
than the other park districts.

The benchmarking data also revealed that the
BTPD has lower total expenditures and capital
improvement expenditures than the other park
districts. This is likely due to the fact that the BTPD
has a smaller park’s total footprint and fewer
recreational amenities.
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The benchmarking data provides a valuable
overview of how the BTPD compares to other local
park districts. This information will be used by the
BTPD to develop a strategic plan that will ensure
that the BTPD continues to meet the needs of its
community. The benchmarking data also revealed
some areas where the BTPD could improve. For
example, the BTPD could increase the number of
recreational amenities and playgrounds in its parks.
The BTPD could also increase its total expenditure
and capital improvement expenditure to improve its
parks and facilities. BTPD is committed to providing
its residents with the best possible recreational
experience. The benchmarking data will be used to
help the BTPD achieve this goal.

Population Characteristics

Boone County is comprised of nine townships. The
United States Census Bureau'’s Population Data of
2020 estimates that the population within these
nine townships ranges from 5,298 to 40,290, with

an average of 22,061. The township of Belvidere has
the second largest population of 30,174, which is
above the benchmark average. Belvidere Township is
made up of portions of the City of Belvidere and the
villages of Cherry Valley, Loves Park, Poplar Grove
and Rockford. The Township also includes several
unincorporated towns such as Edgewood and the
town of Prairie View.

Belvidere Township's population is expected to
continue growing in the coming years. The potiental
closing of the plant in Belvidere could have a
negative impact on the city's population growth.
The plant employs about 1,350 people directly, and
many more indirectly through suppliers and other
businesses in the area. The plant also generates
millions of dollars in tax revenue for the park district,
city, and county.
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BTPD NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

Population

$67.130

Median
Household
Income

$758,622,187
Assessed Value

14

Playgrounds
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The Ildling of Stellantis Auto Plant

On February 28, 2023 Stellantis announced that the
auto plant in Belvidere, Illinois will be idled. This has
had a significant impact on the city. The total loss
of the plant could lead to job losses, decreased tax
revenue, and a decline in economic activity in the
city. This could have a ripple effect to the Belvidere
Township Park District as well as other businesses

in the area, including negatively impacting the local
economy as a whole.

The Belvidere community is already facing some
economic challenges. The unemployment rate in
the city is higher than the national average, and the
median household income is lower. The subsequent
closing of the Belvidere Assembly Plant could make
these challenges even worse.

Specific impacts could include:
« Job losses: The direct loss of 1,350 jobs at the
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TVIDERE ASSEMBLY PLANT

Decreased tax revenue: The loss of the plant
would also mean a loss of millions of dollars in
tax revenue for the park district, city and county.
This could lead to cuts in essential services, such
as education and public safety.

Decline in economic activity: The closing of the
plant could lead to a decline in economic activity
in the city. This could lead to fewer businesses
opening or expanding in the area, which could
further hurt the city’s economy.

Increased social problems: The loss of jobs and
economic activity could lead to an increase in
social problems, such as poverty, crime, and
homelessness. This could put a strain on the
city’s resources and make it more difficult to
attract new residents.

Should the Stellantis plant ultimately close its

doors, this would be a major challenge for the city
of Belvidere as well as the Belvidere Township Park
District. Both the City and the Park District would
need to take steps to mitigate the negative impact
of the plant closure, and to attract new businesses
and residents to the area.

plant would be a significant blow to the city's
economy. Many of these workers will likely have
to relocate to find new jobs, which could lead
to a decline in the city’s population as well as
Belvidere Township Park District residents.
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Median Household Income

Prior to the idling of the Stellantis Auto Plant

in Belvidere, the median household income in
Belvidere Park District and the benchmarking park
districts was already significantly lower than the
national median household income (Figure 10).
According to the Annual Social and Economic
Supplement, the national median household income
was $70,784 in 2021. In comparison, the median
household income in Belvidere Township is $67,130,
Genoa has the highest median at $74,676, and
Sterling has the lowest median at $47,778 (Figure
17). This disparity in median household income is
likely due to a number of factors, including the level
of industrial development, the cost of living, and the
educational attainment of the population. Belvidere
Park District is a relatively rural area with a limited
industrial base. The cost of living in the area is also
relatively low. However, the educational attainment
of the population is lower than the national average
(Figures 8 and 9).

The disparity in median household income has
several implications for the Belvidere Park District
and the benchmarking park districts. First, it means
that there is a greater need for social services in the
area. Second, it means that there is a smaller tax
base to support essential services such as education
and public safety. Third, it means that there is a
greater risk of poverty and economic hardship

in the area.As with the other benchmarked park
districts, the Belvidere Park District needs to take
steps to address the disparity in median household
income. These steps could include attracting new
businesses to the area, providing more educational
opportunities, and expanding social services. By
taking these steps, the area can work to improve the
economic well-being of its residents and reduce the
risk of poverty and economic hardship.
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HISTORIC BALTIC MILL

Park and Facilities

The benchmarked Park District's range in total
acreage from 92 to 713 acres, which is slightly below
the benchmark average. The Belvidere Township
Park District has a ratio of about 1 acre to 1,000
people, and residents per park that is below the
benchmark average. The Park District owns and
manages 362.2 acres of developed and undeveloped
parkland, which is below the benchmark average

of 387 acres. Comparing the acreage per 1,000
people between the benchmarked park districts,

the numbers range from 10.8 to 42.7 acres per
1,000 people with the average of 25 acres. The
Belvidere Township Park District provides 12.52
acres of park district land for every 1,000 residents,
which is still below the benchmark average. Another
measurement is residents per park, showing

how many residents are sharing a park space. On
average, among the six park districts, the number

of residents sharing a park is 922. For the Belvidere
Township Park District, it has as many as 1,954
residents per park, which is significantly higher than
the benchmark average (Figure 13).

The high number of residents per park in Belvidere
Township Park District is likely due to the fact that
the park district has the second highest population
of the six benchmarking park districts. However,

the park district is still meeting NRPA performance

review standards, as the average of residents per

park for jurisdiction populations of 20,000 to 49,000

is around 1,941. The Park District can take steps to

address the high number of residents per park, such
as:

« Acquiring more land: The park district could
acquire more land to create new parks or to
expand existing parks. This would help to reduce
the number of residents per park.

« Developing new programming: The park district
could develop new programming that would
appeal to a wider range of residents. This would
help to expand the use of the parks and reduce
the number of residents per park.

« Creating partnerships: The park district could
create new partnerships or expand existing
partnerships with other organizations, such as
schools and businesses, to use their facilities.
This would help to provide more recreation
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opportunities for residents and reduce the
number of residents per park.

In addition to the above, the Belvidere Township
Park District is meeting performance review
standards. According to the 2022 NPRA Agency
Performance Review, for jurisdiction populations of
20,000 to 49,000, the average number of residents
per park is around 1,941 and acres of park land

per 1,000 residents is 10.6 acres. This means that
the park district is providing a high level of service
to its residents. However, the park district could
still improve by acquiring more land, developing
new programming, and creating partnerships with
other organizations. By taking these steps, the park
district can continue to provide quality recreation
opportunities for its residents.
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District Playground Areas

The Belvidere Township Park District (BTPD) has a
long history of providing recreational opportunities
for the community. The park district has 15 parks,
and most of them have at least one playground
offered. This results in an overall higher number of
playgrounds than the national average.

According to the National Recreation and Park
Association (NRPA), the median number of residents
per playground of a population of 20,000-49,999
residents has one playground for every 3,111
residents. For BTPD, with a population of 25,399
residents, there should be 8 playgrounds at the
minimum. The park district exceeds this amount
with a total of 13 playgrounds (Figure 14).

Belvidere Park alone has 4 different playground
areas, including the newly built Bloom Playground.
This playground is designed for children with
disabilities and includes a variety of features that
make it accessible to everyone.

In comparison, the DeKalb Park District has 19
playgrounds out of 45 parks. Although the ratio
between parks and playgrounds is much higher
than other park districts, DeKalb still exceeds the
recommended quantity of playgrounds given its
population.

The BTPD's commitment to providing a variety of
recreational opportunities for the community is
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Figure 14

evident in its abundance of playgrounds. The park
district’s playgrounds are designed to meet the
needs of children of all ages and abilities, and they
provide a safe and fun place for children to play.
BTPD’s playgrounds are also an important part of
the community. They are a place where families can
come together and enjoy the outdoors, and they
provide a sense of community for the people who
live in the area.

The BTPD is committed to providing quality
recreational opportunities for the community, and

its playgrounds are a testament to that commitment.
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District Ballfields and Courts

The Belvidere Township Park District (BTPD) consists
of a variety of fields and courts, including tennis
courts, baseball diamonds, volleyball courts, and
soccer fields.

According to the 2022 NRPA Agency Performance
Review, the median number of residents per tennis
court of a population of 20,000-49,999 residents
should have one playground for every 5,000
residents. For BTPD, with a population of 25,399
residents, there should be 5 tennis courts at the
minimum. Based on these guidelines, BTPD should
have:

« 5 baseball diamonds

« 2 volleyball courts

« 5soccer fields

BTPD meets and exceeds most of the NRPA averages
(Figure 15). Compared to the other park districts,
despite the varying population size differences,
Belvidere has a strong number of recreational fields
and courts for their residents. Given this condition,
maintaining the quality of these existing fields
should be considered prior to building more of
them. If new recreational fields are planned to be
built in the future, they should aim to be distributed
across the district and be equally accessible.
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In addition to the common fields and courts,
Belvidere's Doty Park has the only outdoor ice-
skating rink in the northern Illinois region outside
of Chicago. As a matter of fact, the ice-skating rink
at Doty Park is one of the three ice skating rinks
around the Rockford area. This facility provides not
only community recreational space, but also is used
as a training location for hockey teams around the
area.

The BTPD is committed to providing a variety of
recreational opportunities for the community, and
its fields and courts are also a testament to that
commitment. The park district’s fields and courts are
used by people of all ages and abilities, and they
provide a safe and fun place to play.

BTPD is also committed to maintaining the quality of
its fields and courts. Park district staff is responsible
for inspecting the fields and courts to ensure that
they in good playable condition. The park district
also makes repairs to the fields and courts as
needed and as resources are available.

The BTPD's fields and courts are an important part
of the community. They are a place where people
can come together and enjoy the outdoors, and
they provide a sense of community for the people
who live in the area.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































